
CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT REGARDING FEES 

Cline v. West Los Angeles College, et al.

This Fees Settlement Agreement amends Paragraph 40 of the Class Action Settlement in Cline v. 
West Los Angeles College, et al., United States District Court for the Central District of 
California, Case No. 2:22-cv-02335-MWF (KSx) (“Action”) against Defendants West Los 
Angeles College (“WLAC”) and Los Angeles Community College District (“LACCD”) 
regarding the amount of fees and costs that Plaintiffs will seek to be awarded to Class Counsel as 
part of the final approval of the Class Action Settlement. 

DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this Fees Settlement Agreement only, the following terms are defined as 
follows:  

1. “Class” and “Settlement Class” may be used interchangeably and means all individuals 
who have disabilities that make it difficult for them to navigate long distances, up inclines, 
and/or uneven terrain, and attend, would like to attend, or will attend on-campus classes or 
events at  West Los Angeles College. 

2. “Class Counsel” means Law Office of Autumn Elliott, Disability Rights California, 
Disability Rights Advocates, and Law Office of Aaron J. Fischer. 

3. “Court” means the United States District Court for the Central District of California, the 
Honorable Michael W. Fitzgerald presiding as District Judge, or any judge who succeeds him as 
the judge for this Action. 

4. “Defendants” means West Los Angeles College (WLAC) and Los Angeles Community 
College District (LACCD). 

5. “Effective Date” or “Effective Date of the Class Action Settlement” means the date of the 
Court’s issuance of a Final Approval Order. 

6. “Final Approval Order” means the final judgment and order entered by the Court, 
following the Final Fairness Hearing, which approves the Class Settlement Agreement in this 
Action. 

7. “Final Fairness Hearing” means the Court hearing conducted pursuant to Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure, Rule 23(e)(2) where the Parties will request the Final Approval Order be 
entered approving the Settlement Agreement.  The Final Fairness Hearing must occur at least 30 
days after the Objection Deadline, on such date as set by the Court. 

8. “Party” or “Parties” means Plaintiff, Robin Cline, and Defendants, WLAC and LACCD. 

9. “Plaintiff” means Robin Cline. 

10. “Plaintiffs” mean Robin Cline and the Class. 
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RECITALS 

11. Plaintiff Robin Cline is an individual with multiple sclerosis, a condition that 
substantially limits her ability to walk.  Plaintiff is also a student at WLAC seeking to participate 
in educational courses, programs, and activities at WLAC. Plaintiff has brought this action on 
behalf of all other individuals with disabilities that affect their mobility that are similarly situated 
to Plaintiff. For purposes of this Agreement only, Defendants agree that Plaintiff is an adequate 
representative of the Settlement Class. 

12. Defendant WLAC is a public community college located in Culver City, California. 
Defendant LACCD is the community college district serving the City of Los Angeles, California 
and some of its neighboring cities.  LACCD’s campuses and offices are located in Los Angeles, 
including WLAC in Culver City. At all relevant times, Defendants LACCD and WLAC are and 
have been public entities within the meaning of Title II of the ADA, as that term is defined under 
42 United States Code Section 12131(1) and 28 Code of Federal Regulations Section 35.104. At 
all relevant times, Defendants LACCD and WLAC have received and continue to receive federal 
financial assistance within the meaning of the Rehabilitation Act, 29 United States Code Section 
794. At all relevant times, Defendants LACCD and WLAC have received and continue to 
receive state financial assistance within the meaning of California Government Code Section 
11135. 

13. On April 7, 2022, Plaintiff filed her class action Complaint alleging violations of Title II 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) (42 U.S.C. §§ 12181, et seq.), Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504) (29 U.S.C. §§ 794, et seq.), California Government 
Code Section 11135, California Education Code Section 66270, and California’s Unruh Civil 
Rights Act (Civil Code §§ 51, et seq.). (ECF No. 1).  On January 9, 2023, Plaintiff filed her First 
Amended Complaint (ECF No. 37), which is the operative complaint alleging violations of the 
same statutes as the original Complaint, except for alleging violations of California’s Disabled 
Persons Act (Civil Code §§ 54, et seq.) rather than the Unruh Civil Rights Act. In bringing this 
Action, Plaintiff alleges the denial of meaningful access to WLAC’s educational programs and 
services due to the lack of accommodations provided to address inaccessible terrain and paths of 
travel throughout the campus. On behalf of herself and others similarly situated, Plaintiff seeks 
declaratory and injunctive relief, including on-campus transportation assistance for people with 
disabilities so that they enjoy meaningful access to the WLAC campus and the educational 
programs and services located therein. 

14. This Action is a related case to Guerra, et al. v. West Los Angeles College, et al., United 
States District Court for the Central District of California, Case No. 2:16-cv-06796-MWF (KSx) 
(“Guerra”). On July 29, 2024, the Honorable Judge Fitzgerald issued an injunctive order 
requiring Defendants to provide Plaintiffs Charles Guerra and Karlton Bontrager “an on-demand 
system or restoration of the point-to-point shuttle system” by August 26, 2024. (ECF No. 271). 
In response to this order, Defendants instituted an on-campus shuttle service in the form of a 
wheelchair-accessible van available to students, employees, and visitors with mobility 
disabilities who have received specific permission from the school.  

15. The Parties, who have exchanged substantial discovery and actively litigated the Action 
for more than two years, recognize the inherent uncertainty in this litigation, and the time and 
resources necessary to litigate the issues raised in the Action. 
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16. The Parties have engaged in substantive settlement negotiations, including months of 
negotiating injunctive relief for the Class. The terms of the substantive settlement agreement are 
set forth in the executed agreement filed as Exhibit 1 to the Declaration of Autumn Elliott in 
support of the Parties’ Joint Motion for Preliminary Approval of the Class Action Settlement and 
Certification of Class, Dkt. No. 99-1. In Paragraph 40 of that agreement, the Parties agreed that 
Plaintiff would file a motion asking the Court to determine the reasonable amount of fees and 
costs for Class Counsel, and that Defendants would reserve the right to oppose the amount of 
fees and costs sought by Plaintiff. The Parties further agreed to the Class Action Notice, attached 
as Exhibit D to the Class Action Settlement Agreement, which informed class members that 
Class Counsel would request, as part of the final approval of the Class Action Settlement 
Agreement, that the Court approve a payment of up to $2.45 million, plus the reimbursement of 
out-of-pocket expenses. 

17. Subsequent to the execution of the Class Action Settlement Agreement and the filing of 
the Joint Motion for Preliminary Approval of the Class Action Settlement Agreement and 
Certification of the Class, the Parties engaged in further settlement discussions regarding fees 
and costs and have reached an agreement on the amount of attorneys’ fees and costs that Plaintiff 
will seek to be awarded to Class Counsel as part of the final approval of the Class Action 
Settlement.  

18. This Fees Settlement Agreement is for the sole purpose of resolving said attorneys’ fees 
and costs, and other than resolving the determination of same to be awarded to Class Counsel as 
provided in paragraph 40 of the substantive settlement agreement of the Action, shall not in any 
manner amend, revise or effect the substantive settlement agreement, the terms of which shall 
otherwise remain in full force and effect.  

B. TERMS OF SETTLEMENT 

19. As a result, the Parties intend to and do hereby amend Paragraph 40 of the Class Action 
Settlement Agreement as follows: 

20. Defendants agree to pay one million, nine hundred and sixty thousand dollars 
($1,960,000) to Plaintiffs for attorneys’ fees and costs in this matter in full and complete 
settlement for all work performed through final approval of the Class Action Settlement. In her 
motion for an award of attorneys’ fees and costs to be adjudicated by the Court as part of the 
Court’s final approval of the Class Action Settlement Agreement, Plaintiffs will seek no more 
than one million, nine hundred and sixty thousand dollars ($1,960,000). Defendants will not 
oppose that motion based on the fact that the Parties have entered into this Fees Settlement 
Agreement.  

21. Within 45 days of an order awarding fees and final approval of the Class Action 
Settlement, Defendants agree to submit payment to Disability Rights California, subject to 
Disability Rights California timely providing Defendants with their tax identification number.  

C. ADDITIONAL TERMS  

22. For Settlement Purposes Only: The Fees Settlement Agreement, like the Class Action 
Settlement Agreement, is being entered into for settlement purposes only.  If the Court does not 
grant Final Approval of the Class Action Settlement Agreement, or if the Effective Date of the 
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Class Action Settlement Agreement does not occur for any other reason, the Fees Settlement 
Agreement will be deemed null and void ab initio. In that event: 

a. No term or condition of the Fees Settlement Agreement, or any draft thereof, of 
any discussion, negotiation, documentation, or other part or aspect of the Parties’ 
settlement discussions regarding fees and costs shall have any effect; nor shall any 
such matter be admissible in evidence for any purpose in the Action or any other 
proceeding; nor shall any such matter be used in the Action for any purpose 
whatsoever; and 

b. Parties will retain all rights to object to any attempt by any Party to reference, cite 
to, or rely upon, in any way, the Fees Settlement Agreement or any factual or 
legal statement or conclusion within it, including as to (i) the sufficiency of any 
particular action(s) to satisfy obligations under Title II, Section 504, or California 
state law; or (ii) the feasibility of the maintenance of the Action as a class action. 

23. Construction and Interpretation. The following additional terms shall govern the 
construction and interpretation of this Fees Settlement Agreement. 

a. Knowledge and Advice of Counsel. Each Party enters into the Fees Settlement 
Agreement with the opportunity to seek the advice of counsel and executes the 
Fees Settlement Agreement being fully informed as to its terms, content, and 
effect.  

b. No Construction Against Any Party. The terms of the Fees Settlement Agreement 
have been negotiated at arm’s-length among knowledgeable parties represented 
by experienced counsel. The Parties agree that the normal rule of construction that 
any ambiguity in a document is construed against the drafting party shall not 
apply to the interpretation or enforcement of the Fees Settlement Agreement, as 
the Parties each participated in the drafting of the Fees Settlement Agreement. 

c. Headings and Captions. The headings and captions of sections in the Fees 
Settlement Agreement are inserted for convenience, reference, and identification 
purposes only, and shall not control, define, limit, or affect any provisions of the 
Fees Settlement Agreement. 

24. Severability. Should any provision of this Fees Settlement Agreement be held invalid or 
illegal, such illegality shall not invalidate the whole of this Fees Settlement Agreement, but the 
Fees Settlement Agreement shall be construed as if it did not contain the illegal provision, and 
the rights and obligations of the Parties shall be construed and enforced accordingly. 

25. Governing Law. The interpretation and enforcement of this Fees Settlement Agreement is 
governed by federal and California law. 

26. Amendments. Any amendment must be in writing, signed by Class Counsel and 
Defendants’ Counsel, expressly state that it is amending the Fees Settlement Agreement, and be 
approved by the Court.  
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27. Execution in Counterparts. This Fees Settlement Agreement may be executed through the 
use of two or more counterparts, including through electronic signatures, each of which will be 
deemed an original, and together shall constitute one written instrument.  Photographic, digital, 
or facsimile copies of signed counter parts may be used in lieu of the originals for any purpose 
and shall have the same force and effect as an original ink signature. 

28. This Fees Settlement Agreement shall be signed by each of the Parties and their counsel.  
The undersigned represent that they have the full power and authority to execute this Fees 
Settlement Agreement and to bind the Parties. 

29. The Parties represent that they had the opportunity to consult and rely upon the legal 
advice of their choice, and that the terms of this Fees Settlement Agreement have been read and 
the consequences (including risks, complications, and costs) have been completely understood 
by each party and explained by their respective counsel. The parties further acknowledge that, in 
executing this Fees Settlement Agreement, they have not relied on any inducements, promises, or 
representations other than those stated in the Fees Settlement Agreement. 

30. No prior versions of this Fees Settlement Agreement, or written proposals of any party, 
are admissible in any courts or for any purpose, including, but not limited to, use to interpret the 
meaning of this Fees Settlement Agreement. 

31. To the extent the applicable law, legal requirements, or circumstances change, such that 
any settlement term is rendered void or unenforceable, the law shall control over the settlement 
terms. 

IT IS SO STIPULATED AND AGREED. 

Dated: _________________________ ________________________________ 
Plaintiff, ROBIN CLINE 

Dated: _________________________ ________________________________ 
Chancellor Alberto J. Roman for 
Defendants, LOS ANGELES 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 
and WEST LOS ANGELES 
COLLEGE 

Approved as to Form: 

LAW OFFICE OF  
AUTUMN ELLIOTT 

Dated: _________________________ ________________________________ 
AUTUMN M. ELLIOTT 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 

Alberto Roman (Jun 17, 2026 15:49:03 PDT)

Alberto Roman
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DISABILITY RIGHTS CALIFORNIA 

Dated: _________________________ ________________________________ 
ALEXANDRA M. ROBERTSON 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 

LAW OFFICE OF AARON J. FISCHER 

Dated: _________________________ ________________________________ 
AARON J. FISCHER 
Attorney for Plaintiff 

DISABILITY RIGHTS ADVOCATES 

Dated: _________________________ ________________________________ 
AMELIA EVARD 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 

Dated: _________________________ ________________________________ 

Attorneys for Defendants, WEST LOS 
ANGELES COLLEGE and LOS 
ANGELES COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
DISTRICT 

June 17, 2026
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